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Dozier 
This first section contains information derived from a little notebook discovered just recently. (4/28/2024). 
Notice “1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th generation” lables in red. Pages 1- 20.  

The remainder of this geneology was completed last year. 
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Paul Edwin Dozier Sr  &   Loraze Martha Duncan Dozier                                                                        
Family Tree 
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The Dozier surname has deep roots in early American history and is widely recognized as originating from 
French Huguenot families. The name derives from French forms such as Dossier, Dozière, or Des Orsières, 
and many Dozier families were Protestant refugees who fled France following the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes in 1685, which stripped Huguenots of religious protection.  

Most American Doziers arrived in the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century, often traveling through 
England or the Netherlands before settling in the American colonies. The earliest documented Dozier 
families appear in Virginia, South Carolina, and North Carolina, from which later generations followed a 
familiar southern migration pattern—moving inland and westward through the Carolinas into Georgia, 
Alabama, and ultimately Tennessee. This path aligns precisely with the locations found in the Dozier family 
tree, including South Carolina, Pickens County, Alabama, and Nashville, Tennessee.  

Based on historical and genealogical evidence, the Dozier family was established in America well before the 
American Revolution and did not arrive as nineteenth-century immigrants. By the 1700s, Doziers were 
already fully embedded in colonial society as landholders and professionals, a legacy that continued into 
the nineteenth century with physicians, clergy, and community leaders. The presence of a physician named 
Dr. Dozier in Nashville by 1900 fits squarely within this long-established pattern of a multi-generation 
Southern family rooted in early American history. 

 

The earliest documented Dozier arrival in America is Jean (or John) Dozier, who is recorded as having 
arrived in the Virginia Colony in 1686. His name appears in Virginia court and land records in the 1690s, 
providing firm evidence of his presence in colonial America well before formal passenger lists were routinely 
kept. Because most ship manifests from the 1680s have not survived, these early court and land entries 
serve as accepted proof of arrival.  

Jean Dozier and others bearing the name were part of the broader French Huguenot migration, fleeing 
religious persecution in France following the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685. French Protestant 
refugees often established themselves by registering land grants, taking oaths of allegiance, and joining 
local militias or churches, which is how historians are able to trace their arrival and settlement in the New 
World. Supporting evidence for this early Dozier presence includes Virginia land and county records from 
the late seventeenth century, early Huguenot church membership lists, and colonial militia rosters. 
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The Duncan surname is one of the oldest and most distinguished names of Scottish origin, rooted in 
the Gaelic Donnchadh, meaning “brown warrior” or “dark-haired chief.” The name was borne by early 
Scottish kings and clan leaders, and Duncan families were firmly established in the Scottish Highlands by 
the medieval period.  

Many Duncan lines came to America during the eighteenth century, particularly through the great waves of 
Scottish and Scots-Irish migration that followed political unrest, economic pressure, and the aftermath of 
events such as the Jacobite uprisings. These immigrants typically entered through colonial ports in Virginia 
and the Carolinas before moving inland along the Appalachian frontier. By the late 1700s and early 1800s, 
Duncan families were well established across South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia, later pushing 
westward into Alabama and Tennessee as new land opened.  

This migration pattern aligns closely with the Duncan family’s presence in South Carolina and Pickens 
County, Alabama, as seen in the life of William Lyles Duncan (1826–1900). By the nineteenth century, the 
Duncan family had become fully integrated into American society, often appearing as landowners, farmers, 
community leaders, and professionals. Their steady westward movement, generational continuity, and long 
presence in the southern United States reflect a classic colonial-descendant lineage rather than a later 
immigrant family, firmly rooted in the early settlement and expansion of America. 

 

The earliest clearly documented Duncan arrival in America is William Duncan, whose name 
appears in Virginia colonial records before 1680, establishing him as one of the first known Duncan 
settlers in the New World. Although no surviving passenger list records his voyage, his presence in court 
actions, land deeds, tax lists, and other legal documents of early Virginia confirms that he had already 
arrived by the time these records were created.  

Additional Duncan names appear shortly thereafter in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina, 
reflecting the broader pattern of Scottish and Scots-Irish (Ulster Scots) migration during the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. These settlers entered the colonies in significant numbers due to political 
instability, economic pressure, and religious change in Scotland and Ulster.  

The documentary evidence for early Duncan settlement is drawn primarily from Virginia colonial records 
predating 1680, as well as court and land records throughout the Tidewater and Piedmont regions, which 
together establish the Duncan family as part of America’s early colonial population. 
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George S. Youngblood        On the morning of April 26th, 1923, George S. Youngblood passed peacefully 
into the great beyond, after several weeks of suffering which he bore with that characteristic fortitude of a 
hopeful Christian. 
 
He was born near Andrew Chapel Church, Pickens County, Alabama, in 1852. He followed farming as a 
vocation until young manhood. He received the best education possible for his day and opportunity, and as 
a teacher for several years, he was recognized as one of the best educators of his county. 
 
At an early age he was married to Miss Nannie Lawrence, who preceded him to the grave a few years, having 
died December 16th, 1918. From this union came sons and daughters whose lives are reflecting the 
beautiful characteristics of their parents to the glory of God and the helpfulness of mankind.    The deceased 
was a great factor in the development of his community, county and state, socially, economically, morally 
and educationally. In 1892 he was elected representative from his county to the state legislature, and he 
served another term in 1915. He was appointed tax adjuster for his county in 1919, a position he held to the 
day of his death. 
 
At the time of his death, he was the superintendent of the Andrew Chapel Sunday School, a position he had 
held for more than thirty years. Being a positive Christian, a conscientious public servant, and a devout 
church worker, Brother Youngblood commanded the love and respect of all. 
 
He was a pioneer Methodist. He was among the founders and early promoters of the Andrew Chapel 
campground which has been running for God's glory for more than fifty years. 
A truer man never lived than George S. Youngblood. He loved his Church. He was a friend indeed to the 
preachers. He held his friends by mere power of acquaintance plus an unquestionable life. Members of all 
other denominations as well as non-professing people honored, loved and confided in him. People 
everywhere he went were forced to take "knowledge of him that he had been with Jesus." 
Many will be the number of his children, his grandchildren and relatives, and friends of all ages around old 
Andrew Chapel who will rise up in the great day of accounts and call him blessed for having led them to 
Jesus Christ. 
 
He always stood square on all moral and social questions as well as all other considerations. He allowed 
his conscience to dictate regardless of popularity or policy. He was truly a man led by strong convictions for 
the right against the wrong. 
He was, nevertheless, kind, considerate, and gentle. Whenever or wherever sickness, sorrow, or distress 
were found, he was ever ready to comfort and help. 
He died at his home in Carrollton, the dying couch being surrounded by loved ones and sympathizing friends. 
He is survived by two sons and eight daughters. These are they: T. W. Youngblood and J. B. Youngblood of 
Ethelsville; Mrs. Ella Hinton of Aliceville; Mrs. J. H. Duncan of Ethelsville; Mrs. Anna Shelton and Mrs. J. L. 
Smith of Pine Hill; Mrs. D. M. Lacy of Millport; Mrs. W. E. Redus of Columbus, Miss.; Mrs. C. C. Hudson and 
Miss Mary Youngblood of Carrollton. These with a host of other relatives and friends mourn his departure. 
He had finished his work. He had truly fought the good fight of faith as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. A good 
man, a Christian gentleman, a model husband, a devoted father, a loyal, public-spirited citizen, a 
conscientious and praiseworthy county and state official, he loved his life as well and his works do follow 
him. Truly it may be said again: "A great man and a prince is fallen in Israel." 
In the Andrew Chapel Tabernacle, the Church of his entire life, his funeral was conducted by his pastor, 
assisted by W. E. Draper, W. A. Mays and J. W. Dowle; and in the cemetery there, in the presence of a great 
assembly of relatives and friends, his weary form was laid to rest to await the resurrection of the just. 
 
"Servant of God, well done; rest from thy loved employ." 
--His pastor, J. A. Gann 
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Inscription: Here lies the mortal remains of Thomas 
Spruill. A native of Abbeville Dist., S.C. For many years a 
citizen of Pickens Co. Ala. An honest man and humble 
Christian, he has gone from the cares of earth to the 
rewards of heaven. 
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George Curell Spruill is the son of John Spruill, Jr. and Sarah (Caswell) Spruill. His wife is Nancy Agness 

(Donaldson) Spruill. Their children are James George, William, Stephen, Thomas J., Archibald, Mary, Dr. Jeptha, 

and Rebecca Spruill. 

 

He moved his family from Abbeville District, South Carolina to Mississippi Territory first about nine miles south of 

Columbus but moved his family to Pickens County in 1825 on McBees Creek. George had 650 acres in township 18, 

Range 16, the first being granted in1822. There were four families living in that vicinity. Ezekeil Nash, Amber Nash, 

John McGowen and W H Cravens   (From Jimmiebjohnson@gmail.com taken from "the Heritage of Pickens, 

County, Alabama.) 
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John Read Spruill may not be buried here but his family had membership in the Church. 

Last Will & Testament 
Abbeville District, South Carolina: Will Book 1, Page 496; Dated January 5, 1808 and Recorded;February 2, 1808. 
In the Name of God Amen: 25th of January in the year of our Lord 1808. I John Spruill in the District of Abbeville 
being very sick and weak of body, but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be giving to God. Knowing that this is 

appointed for all men once to dye. Do make and ordain this 
my last will and testament. This is to say principly and first of all I give and recommend my soul into the hands of 
God and for my body I recommend it to the earth to be buried in a Christian like manner. As as touching such 

worldly estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this life I give divice of the same in the following 
manner and form, Imprimis, it is my will and I do order that all my just debts be paid and satisfied. 
Item: I give and bequeath unto Ruth my Dear beloved wife, all her goods and chattels that she brought onto my 
premises when we were married also 50 acres of land lying the north side of the creek where I now live, adjoining 

land belonging to William Lord and the Mitchells during her life or widowhood at which time the said land is to be 
equally divided between my children. 
Item: I give unto my sons Thomas and Gabriel at the end of six years a good horse to each of them, one good 
feather bed and furniture to each of them and one good cow a piece and what is left of my estate, it is my will that 

it be sold on a credit of two years and the money equally divided between my twelve (12) children. (viz). William, 
George, Luke, Simeon, John, Polly, Samuel, Jeptor, Nancy, Sally, Thomas, and Gabriel. 
Also it is my will that the lawful heirs of my daughter Peggy should have an equal share of the money that is raised 

out of my estate with my twelve children, (viz) Her heirs to have 1/13 of my estate. I likewise constitute and 
appoint my son William and my son-in-law, William Weldon my only and sole executors of this my last will and 
testament and I do hereby utterly disallow, revoke, and disanull all and every other former will and executors by 
me in any wise before this time appointed and 

witnessed whereof I have set my hand and seal this day and date above written. 
Signed and Sealed in Presence of: 
Ruben Nash 

John Spruill 
George Mitchell 
Stephen Mitchell 
 

Children 
William SPRUILL 1767 in Abbeville, SC 
George Curell SPRUILL 1768 in Abbeville, SC 
Luke SPRUILL 1776 in Abbeville, SC 

John SPRUILL 1778 in Abbeville, SC 
Margaret SPRUILL 1780 in Abbeville, SC 
Samuel SPRUILL 1782 in Abbeville, SC 

Thomas Wesley SPRUILL 1783 in Abbeville, SC 
Simeon SPRUILL 1784 in Abbeville, SC 
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Jeptha SPRUIELL 1789 in Abbeville, SC 
Nancy SPRUILL 1791 in Abbeville, SC 

Gabriel M. SPRUILL 1795 in Abbeville, SC 
 
James Spruell posted on Genforum: 
John Spruill of Abbeville, SC is believed to have married Sarah Currell (daughter of William Currell), and to have 

moved to SC from NC. Below are some entries for Sarah Spruill (possibly wife of John Spruill), Simeon (son), Nancy 
(daughter), Betsy (probably daughter in law), and Elizabeth Spruill from the Turkey Creek Baptist Church minutes. 
It appears that John Spruill never joined the Church, and may have belonged to the Church of England (St. 
Andrews Chapel, NC), having "Paid their Equal Parts Towards the Chapel Call'd St. Andrews" (minutes recorded by 

the Church of England). 
1779 Cheraws District South Carolina 
John Spruel serves on Jury 

The South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral Research SCMAR, Volume V Number 1, Winter, 1977 
July 1784 Abbeville South Carolina John Martin surveyed 140 acre plat for John Spruil on the Turkey Creek waters 
of the Saluda River. 
Plat books, 1784-1788: Abbeville County (South Carolina). 

January 1785 Abbeville South Carolina 
Simon, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Nancy Spruill are listed as among the first members of Turkey Creek Baptist Church. 
Turkey Creek Baptist Church Abbeville County, SC 1785-1869 
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BIRTH 
1750 
North Carolina, USA 

DEATH 
1811 (aged 60–61) 
Abbeville County, South Carolina, USA 

BURIAL 

Burial Details Unknown 
MEMORIAL ID 

80153141 · View Source 

CHILDREN with ????? first wife: 
- Nancy Agnes Donaldson Spruill (1778-1849) married George Spruill; to Pickens, AL 
-Elizabeth (1780-1845) married Benjamin Lawson Maddox III ; to Russell, AL 
-James Donaldson (1782-1870); married 1st ??? Lawson Cook, second Lydia Templeton; to Iredell, NC 

-William Donaldson (1785-1833); married Sarah Reeve; to Dekalb, GA 
-Thomas III (1787-1859 ) to Talbot GA 
 

CHILDREN with Mary Cook, second wife: 
-Sally Cook (1793-1824) married Thornton Davis; to Abbeville, SC 
-Ruben Donaldson (1795-1877); married Elizabeth Rutledge; to Gwinnett, GA 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/80153141/thomas-donaldson#source
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/44942614
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/283860870/elizabeth-maddox
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/76048945/benjamin-maddox?_gl=1*ovkm2w*_gcl_au*OTYyNzgyNzAuMTc0OTIxODY3MQ..*_ga*NTQyNjgyNzAyLjE3MjU0NjA5NTM.*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czBmMzgwNDlhLTgwM2EtNGIxNC04ZWU5LTNiNWY4NDRkZDUzMCRvMjQ0JGcxJHQxNzQ5NjYzNjgxJGo1OSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czBmMzgwNDlhLTgwM2EtNGIxNC04ZWU5LTNiNWY4NDRkZDUzMCRvMjQ2JGcxJHQxNzQ5NjYzNjgxJGo1OSRsMCRoMA..
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/208022060
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/249199328
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75373826


141 
 

-Polly Ann Donaldson Miller (1797-1890); married Benjamin Miller; to Bartow, GA 
-Nimrod Donaldson (1803-1886); married Sarah McCullough; to Greenville, SC 

 
1. Thomas' FIRST WIFE: Janet Reeve is not Thomas' first wife. Janet Brackenridge is wife to Matthew Donaldson. 
Researching these two people you will find that Janet's name is not even Reeve. It has been concluded that 
Janet's receipt papers were mistakenly placed in Thomas' file in the Abbeville County Court House- thanks to 

Samantha Nifong for discovering the mistake. The surname Reeve belongs to William's wife and in-laws. Once this 
incorrect information was put into ancestry trees, it has been hard to stop the misinformation. NOTE: We cannot 
find a connection between Matthew and Thomas as of now. 
 

2. Thomas' FATHER: Research collaborators and I have discovered multiple sources and documentation that 
verfies Thomas' father as being Thomas Donaldson Sr. who died in Tryon/Rutherford County, NC 1792. (Both 
father & son can be found in Tryon County- from numerous sources- & have direct ties to Abbeville before Thomas 

died 1811 in SC.) Further DNA evidence ties our NC & SC lines together (I hail from James' line.) 
 
3. Thomas' ORIGINS: I'd be happy to share this on-going research with other interested collaborators & provide 
evidence for our claims, including who we believe to be Thomas of Abbeville's brothers . Contact me for more 

information or desires to collaborate. 
Contributor: Robin Donaldson Seamon seamonrobin@gmail.com 
.............................................................................................................................................. 

THOMAS DONALDSON MOVEMENTS 
 
-1761 Hillsborough, Orange County NC: Thomas' brother is born: William Donaldson (1762-1836) 
 

-1768 Thomas Donaldson- Laurens SC land petition on Duncan's Creek out of Orange County *Likely Thomas Sr, 
his father* (Cherokee Territory) 
 
-1771 Orange County: Thomas Donelson Jr receives payment from the royal courts *not the sheriff (There are at 

least 3 Thomas Donaldson's in Orange County at this time.) 
 
-1774 John Donaldson, then 1775 Thomas Donaldson described as neighbors to James Doherty property- Laurens 

County, SC 
 
-December 1775 Loyalist band in SC- Indian Line 
 

-December 22, 1775 Battle of Great Crane Break (Reedy Cr) (SC-Tryon) 
 
-Dec 23-30 Snow Campaign (SC-Tryon) 

 
-February 1776 Battle of Moore's Creek: It has been verified that both Thomas Sr and Jr fought in this first battle of 
the Revolutionary War. Thomas Sr fought as a Scottish Loyalist and Thomas Jr fought on the American side, 
defeating the British. 

 
-Capt. Robert Porter's Company; Graham's Regiment, Tryon receives payment for Jan 1776 service, then Feb-
March 1776 service. No names are listed for his company. 
 

-April 1776 a receipt is written to Col. William Graham of Tryon describing erroneous extension of payment to 
Thomas Donaldson Jr & Simon Dunn Sgts in Capt. Robert's Company; receipt settled in April in Hallifax, NC 
(implication being they served prior to April with Capt, Porter) 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10422748
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/160676407
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/249108789
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49913527
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-Aprill 2, 1776 Thomas Donaldson & John Donaldson enlist in SC military on the same day. (SC-NC border is mixed 
at this time in history.) **Unclear if this is Jr or Sr 

 
-Land confiscation was occurring on Duncan's creek & surrounding area at this time. (In 1796 Patrick Cunningham, 
a forgiven Loyalist, is given the land for which Thomas Donaldson once held patent, implying that Thomas had 
lost it sometime around 1784 or before.) 

 
-October-November 1777 Thomas Donaldson Jr is in Robert Porter's company out of Tryon NC 
 
-1778-Thomas Jr's first child is born: Nancy Agnes; presumably in Tryon/Rutherford Co. 

 
-1779 Tryon NC petition for field officer; Thomas Donaldson signature with others 
 

-Dec 1779 Land entered (granted October 1782) for Thomas Donaldson on Cathey's Creek, Rutherford County NC; 
**It is becoming likely that Thomas Jr bought the land and because of the Loyalist purge in Rutherford, he allowed 
his father access to land in his own name. Thomas Sr died here in 1792. The land described in this deed is sold in 
small parcels in 1811 and called 'the Donaldson Tract.' The land is referred to as Donaldson's Fork and 

Donaldson's Tract still in 1818 land sales. (See The Loyalist father James Cook Sr & Patriot son James Cook Jr 
stories that are also tied to our Thomas Donaldson.) The land is adjacent to William Porter's land who bequeathed 
part of his property to the Brittain Presbyterian Church including 'Donnaldson Spring' which is on the property. 

The described land location can also be found at the base of Donaldson Mountain marked on an old Tryon map 
you can find in my Ancestry Tree. William Porter signs several documents with Thomas Donaldson Jr & even posts 
his bail in one instance. Thomas Donaldson seems to be intimately tied to William Porter's family of Rutherford 
County. **I have more information on the Porter family. 

 
-March-May 1780- Loyalist siege of Charleston 
 
-October 1780 Battle of King's Mountain- It is not believed that Thomas (Jr or Sr) fought in this battle or any of the 

later battles of the war. 
 
-1780 Thomas's daughter Elizabeth is born. 

 
-1781 Thomas Donaldson Jr Tryon/Rutherford- Appointed Constable to appear before John Flack 
 
-1782 NC/SC/GA line boundaries complete 

 
-1782 Thomas Donelson on Rutherford County- NC Early Census Index 
 

-1782 Thomas Donaldson vs. Mary Kelly for slander; William Porter posts bail (Rutherford Co) 
 
-1782 Son, James Donaldson is born 
 

-Sept 1783 Treaty of Paris officially ends Revolutionary War 
 
-1783 Thomas & others petition for field officer in Rutherford County 
 

-1783 Thomas Donaldson Jr signs for James Cook Jr & his wife Catherine in Rutherford Co; witnessed by Robert 
Gilkey (Gilkey is William Porters brother-in-law) 
 

-1784 Thomas Donaldson purchases from the estate sale of John Jones FATHER , Quaker neighbor on Duncan's 
Creek/Laurens. **UNCLEAR as to whether this is Thomas Sr or Jr. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/71762049
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/208022060
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/225331125
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/225331125
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/54578841
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-1785 Son, William Donaldson is born 

 
-1786 Thomas is "of Abbeville" 
 
-1786 Thomas Donaldson "of Abbeville" sells the 1782 land patent on Cathey's Creek Land to John Harris "of 

Rutherford" 
 
-1787 Thomas Donaldson is in Abbeville SC (SC reconstructed records) 
 

-1787 Son, Thomas Donaldson III is born 
 
~1790 marriage to Mary Cook in SC 

 
-1790 Thomas Donaldson is on Abbeville County Census 
 
-1792 His father, Thomas Sr , dies at Cathey's Creek; Richard Daugherty & wife notify (son-in-law?) See James 

Dougherty in Laurens County. 
 
-1797 Land on Duncan's Creek "previously patented to Thomas Donaldson 1768" (Sr?), deeded to Patrick 

Cunningham - returning Loyalist forgiven by the US. 
 
-1799 Thomas Donaldson Jr is bondsman for Samuel Donaldson's marriage (Rutherford) 
 

-1800-1810 Thomas Donaldson is on Abbeville Co census 
 
-1811 Thomas Donaldson Jr dies in Abbeville 
 

-1811 son, James Donaldson , is on Davidson's Creek, Iredell County NC. James' siblings remained in Abbeville 
until about 1820. Thomas III is still found in Laurens in 1830. 
 

-1814 Mary Cook Donaldson dies & a lawsuit is brought up against Thomas' estate. 
 
-1811- land sales on Cathey's Creek mentioning Donaldson "land, creek, fork," etc. (Presumably as a result of 
Thomas of Abbeville's probate.) 

 
-1818- Land on Cathey's Creek is still described as "Donaldson Fork" 
 

**Thomas Donaldson research has been a collaborative effort on the parts of descendants: Robin Donaldson 
Seamon of NC, Duane Donaldson of Georgia, and Samantha Nifong of South Carolina. We're excited about the 
Donaldson Research and welcome queries, comments, & suggestions or corrections wherever required. 
Documentation of all the above biographical information may be provided upon request. We welcome research 

collaboration! 
 
DOCUMENTATION: 
-Thomas Donaldson Family Bible, located in the Lexington SC History Museum 

 
-NC Colonial Records, Court books for: Orange County, Laurens, Abbeville, Tryon, Rutherford, Anson, 
Mecklenburg, Rowan, Iredell (screenshots & source documentation can be provided) 

-NC & SC Revolutionary War Records 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/249199328
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/249108789
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30961686
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30961686
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/208022060
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-Thomas Donaldson MILITARY RECORDS PUBLIC LINK: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QBhFUs97hNAmXpxJMuPbxhMVdLTq5W0tnD-rGkNN-so/edit?usp=sharing 

 
-Thomas Donaldson STUDY PUBLIC LINK: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rVCoPHzkxLcozNyc2HmXqGiON8EtcX0EPxazDR3rJO8/edit?usp=sharing 
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BIRTH    unknown 
DEATH  Oct 1792 

BURIAL  Burial Details Unknown. Specifically: It is likely that Thomas Donaldson was buried at Old Brittain 
Presbyterian Cemetery as this was his church and his neighbors are known to have been buried here. 
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=20340 
MEMORIAL ID  249108789 · View Source 

Thomas Donaldson Sr. died in Rutherford County in 1792, somewhere along the middle fork of Cathey's Creek, 
where he lived "close up under the (Donaldson) mountain". Richard Dougherty and wife Sarah are with him at his 
death and record his last wishes to have his debts paid, remainder given to his wife, and the bequeathing of a cow 

to William's daughter Mary "as he'd promised it to her earlier." 
 
Prior to living in Rutherford County, Thomas is known to have lived in Hillsborough, Orange County where at least 
some of his children are born between 1760 and 1771. Political tensions start to run high, bringing upon the Battle 

of Alamance in 1771. A Thomas Donaldson can be found on militia rolls, but is is NOT confirmed which Thomas 
this is as there seems to be at least three men of the same name, all of whom are politically active, living in the 
area. 

 
A 1768 land petition by Thomas out of Orange County for present-day Laurens County indicates the family's move 
south and westward. Land documents dated 1774 and 1775 for Thomas Donaldson can be found there, on 
Duncan's Creek in connection with John Donaldson. Tensions start to run high in the Carolina backcountry at this 

time, with an unavoidable civil war between neighbors and family choosing to remain loyal to the Crown or to join 
the building rebellion. 
 
Emboldened by their October seizure of gun powder and ammunition meant for the Cherokee, the Loyalists began 

to ban in significant numbers in the 96th District by December. The Battle of Great Crane Brake on Dec 22, and the 
follow up Snow Campaign of Dec 23-30 saw tensions rise further between the Patriots and Loyalists in the area. On 
February 27, 1776, both sides collided in a significant encounter near Wilmington at the Battle of Moore's Creek 

Bridge. It has been verified that Thomas Sr fought as a Scottish Loyalist, while his son Thomas Jr. fought for the 
Patriots in this battle. The decisive victory by the Patriots at that battle would set the course of the war with the 
Americans declaring independence from Brittain a few months later. 
 

It is not clear the exact details of which Thomas and his family move from Laurens, SC to Tryon/Rutherford 
County, NC, but it is factually evident that there was movement between the two places for the next ten years. 
Two of Thomas Sr's known sons, William and Thomas Jr both serve as Patriots out of Tryon (Rutherford) and both 

Thomas Sr and Jr can be found on numerous Tryon/Rutherford court documents in verification of leadership roles 
within the community. 
 
KNOWN CHILDREN: 

*SON: Thomas Donaldson "of Abbeville" (circa 1750-1811) 
-constable of Tryon 1781 
-1st wife & Thomas: Nancy Agnes , Elizabeth, James , William , Thomas 
-Mary Cook & Thomas had four children: Sally, Ruben , Polly Anne , 

Nimrod Donaldson 
 
*SON: William Donaldson (1762 Hillsborough- 1836 Talbot Ga) may have married twice: 

last wife-Priscilla D C 
-William's known children: Elizabeth, Levi , Eli, John, William 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/249108789/thomas-donaldson#source
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/80153141
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/44942614
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/208022060
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/249199328
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75373826
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10422748
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/160676407
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/13611913
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*SON: Samuel (1760-1818) 

-married Mary Adams in Rutherford County, NC 
 
ADDITIONALLY: 
***There is circumstantial evidence for Thomas Sr to have had 4-5 sons, and perhaps a daughter. 

 
SUMMARY: 
-1768 Thomas Donaldson- Laurens SC land petition on Duncan's Creek out of Orange County *Likely Thomas Sr* 
(Cherokee Territory) 

-1771 Thomas Donaldson is in Orange County, NC (possibly 3 Thomas Donaldson's) Thomas Jr's brother, William 
(1762-1832 Talbot Ga) was born in Hillsborough, lived in Rutherford NC , SC, & Ga. 
-1774 John Donaldson, then 1775 Thomas Donaldson described in a particular property in Laurens County, SC 

(96th District) (Thomas had sought the royal patent in 1768) 
-1775 John Donaldson is associated with land on Cathey's Creek, near Lodowick Wray (Tryon backcountry: Pocket 
of Loyalists) 
February 1776 Battle of Moore's Creek: It has been verified that both Thomas' fought in this first battle of the 

Revolutionary War. Thomas Sr fought as a Scottish Loyalist and Thomas Jr fought on the American side, defeating 
the British. 
-1782 + Land confiscation was occurring on Duncan's creek & surrounding area at this time. (In 1796 Patrick 

Cunningham, a forgiven Loyalist, is given the land for which Thomas Donaldson once held patent, implying that 
Thomas had lost it sometime around 1784 or before.) 
-1784 Thomas Donaldson purchases from the estate sale of John Jones FATHER , Quaker neighbor on Duncan's 
Creek/Laurens. What connection is here if our men were in Rutherford Co? Was Thomas Sr still here until land 

confiscation? 
-1790 Thomas Donaldson is on Rutherford County Census 
-1792 Thomas Sr dies at Cathey's Creek; Richard Daugherty & wife notify (son-in-law?) See James Dougherty in 
Laurens County. 

 
For Research collaboration, questions, or comments regarding this Donaldson Study, feel free to contact: 
Robin Donaldson Seamon 

seamonrobin@gmail.com 
 
Information contained within this bio has been a collaborative effort by the many efforts of excellent and 
enthusiastic researchers willing to share and and add to our current understanding of the Donaldson Family in the 

Carolinas. Thanks goes out to Duane Donaldson and Samantha Nifong for their resource collaboration. Every 
effort has been made to document the facts held within the study and to acknowledge any conjectures for what 
they are. Please see the following resources below and contact me if you'd like to collaborate on the Donaldson 

Research. 
 
DOCUMENTATION: 
-Thomas Donaldson Family Bible; located in the Lexington SC History Museum 

 
-NC Colonial Records, Court books for: Orange County, Laurens, Abbeville, Tryon, Rutherford, Anson, 
Mecklenburg, Rowan, Iredell (screenshots & source documentation can be provided) 
-NC & SC Revolutionary War Records 

 
-Thomas Donaldson MILITARY RECORDS PUBLIC LINK: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QBhFUs97hNAmXpxJMuPbxhMVdLTq5W0tnD-rGkNN-so/edit?usp=sharing 

 
-Thomas Donaldson STUDY PUBLIC LINK: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30961686
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30961686
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/54578841
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rVCoPHzkxLcozNyc2HmXqGiON8EtcX0EPxazDR3rJO8/edit?usp=sharing 
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